THE BAR COUNCIL OF PUNJAB & HARYANA ELECTION RULES 1968
(AMENDED UPTO 2025)

Rules made by the Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana under Section 15 (2) (a) & (d)
of the Advocates Act. 1961.

1. Short title and commencement:
These Rules shall be called the "Bar Council of Punjab & Haryana Election Rules,
1968" and they shall come into force from the 15th October, 1968.

2. These Rules shall be subject to the rules made by the Bar council of India under
the powers vested in it by the Act.

3. Interpretation: -

In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

(a) "Act" means the Advocates Act. 1961;

(b) "Advocate-General shall" mean Advocate-General of the State of Punjab or
the Advocate-General of the State of Haryana, whoever has been holding
such office continuously for a longer time.

Provided that in the event of the two Advocate-Generals having been appointed on
the same day and thus neither of them having been holding the office continuously
for a longer time, "the Advocate-General who is senior as an Advocate shall be
deemed to be the Advocate-General for the purpose of the rule"

(c) ""Bar Association' means a Bar Association included in the list kept by the
Bar Council for the purposes of these rules;

(d) ""Bar Council™ means the Bar Council for the States of Punjab & Haryana;

(e) ""Casual Vacancy' means a vacancy that has been caused otherwise than
by the expiry of the term of office of a member;

(F) ""Chairman’* means the Chairman of the Bar Council of Punjab & Haryana;

(g) 'Clear day'" means that time is to be reckoned exclusive of both the first
and the last days.

Ilustration:

The election of members to a State Bar Council is fixed for the 15th January, 1965.
Under the rules of the Bar Council, ballot papers have to be dispatched 10 clear days
before the date of election. Consequently last date for the dispatch of ballot papers
will be 4th January, 1965.

(h) ""Continuing Candidate™ means any candidate not elected and not excluded
from the poll at any given time;
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(i) “Count" means:-

(a) all the operations involved in the counting of the first preference recorded for
candidates, or

(b) all the operations involved in the transfer of the surplus of an elected
candidate; or

(c) all the operations involved in the transfer of the total value of votes of an
excluded candidate; or

(d) all other operations involved in, incidental to or necessary for the entire
process of ascertainment of votes.

(j) “Electoral Roll'* means and includes the roll containing the names of the
Advocates prepared in accordance with the rules of the Bar Council of India
in Part-111, Chapter I.

(K) ""Exhausted Paper'* means a voting paper on which no further preference is
recorded for a continuing candidate and includes a voting paper on which; .

(a) the names of two or more candidates, whether continuing or not, are marked
with the same figure and are next in order of preferences; or

(b) the name of the candidate next in order of preference whether continuing or
not, is marked by a figure not following consecutively after some other
figure on the voting paper or by two or more figures: or

(c) there is such enfacement, obliteration, erasure, or mutilation as to make any
preferences other than the first preference ambiguous.

() "First Preference' means the figure 'I' set opposite the name of a candidate;
"Second preference" means the figure ‘2' set opposite the name of a
candidate; and "Third preference” means the figure '3' set opposite the name
of a candidate and so on;

(m) ""Form™ means a form prescribed under these rules,

(n) "Original Vote™ in relation to any candidate, means a vote derived from a
voting paper on which a first preference is recorded for such candidate;

(o) ""Polling Officer' means a person appointed as such by the Returning
Officer and include the person appointed by the Returning Officer to assist
the Polling Officer;

(p) ""Returning Officer' means the person appointed by the Bar Council as such

to conduct an election;

(g) "Surplus' means the number by which the value of the votes, original and

transferred, of any candidate exceed the quota;

(r) "Transferred vote' in relation to any candidate means a vote the value or
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part of the value of which is credited to such candidate and which is derived
from a voting paper on which a second or a subsequent preference is
recorded for such candidate;

(s) ""Unexhausted Paper'" means a voting paper on which a further preference is
recorded for a continuing candidate;

(t) “Voter” means a person whose name is included in the Electoral Roll;

(u) ""Ballot Booth or Polling Booth™ means a booth set up in respect of a place

or group of places for casting votes;

(v) "Ballot Box" means any box, bag or other receptacle used for insertion of

voting papers;

(w) "Election Committee" means a committee constituted by the Bar Council
before the date of Election for drawing up a detailed programme of election
and all other matters incidental thereto;

(x) ""State Roll'* means the roll of Advocates prepared and maintained by the
Bar Council under Section 17 of the Advocates Act, 1961.

4. Time and Place of Election: -

Election of members to the Bar Council shall be held at such place or places, on such
date or dates, and during such hour or hours as the council may appoint different
dates and different hours may be appointed for polling at different places.

5. Method of Election:

(i) Election to the Bar Council shall be by the single transferable vote by
and amongst the voters in the electoral roll in accordance with these
rules.

(i) The voting shall be by secret personal Ballot provided that there shall be
a polling station at the seat of High Court, every District Court/Sub-
Divisional Judicial Courts, with minimum 50 enrolled Voters.

Provided that there shall also be a polling station at a place other than those
mentioned above, with minimum 75 enrolled voters.

The voters enrolled at other places shall vote at the nearest polling Station.
(*approved by the Bar Council of India vide its letter No. BCI/D/403/1984 dft;-
14/2/1984) & re-amended vide letter No. BCI/D-4818, 2002 dt. 5-11-2002 Further
re-amended and approved by the Bar Council of India vide letter No.
BCI.D.1764/2013 (Council AT) dated 23.04.2013).

Explanation: -Advocate shall be deemed ordinarily to practice at the place which is
given in his/her address in the electoral roll.

6. Notice of Election: -



() Notice of the time and place of election shall be given by publication over the
signature of the secretary, in one issue of a daily newspaper in the State not
less than 45 clear days before the date of election. The notification shall

specify.

inter alia:-

(i) the dates for nominations;

(i) the date for scrutiny;

(iii) the dates for withdrawal of the candidature;

(iv) the date or dates of polling;

(v) the last date on which the voting paper dispatched by post should reach the
Secretary;

(vi) the date and place and time for counting of votes; and.

(vii) the minimum number of seats that should be filled from amongst advocates
who on the relevant date will have been on the State roll for at least 10 years.

Provided that the last date for filing of the nominations shall not be less than 25 clear
days before the date of the election and that there shall be at least 5 clear days after
the last date of the scrutiny for withdrawal of the candidature. Copies of the notice
shall be affixed on the Notice Board of the Bar Council, and sent to the Advocate
Generals and to the Bar Associations.

(b) Copies of the above notice shall be put up on Notice Board of the Bar Council
and sent to (i) Bar Associations, and (ii) the Advocate Generals, and (iii) may also be
sent to Official Gazettes of the States of Punjab, Haryana, and the Union Territory of
Chandigarh.

7. Candidates;
No Person shall be entitled to seek election unless his/her name is in the electoral
roll.

8. Candidates how to be Proposed:

(i) Every candidate for election as a member of the Bar Council shall be proposed by
one voter, and seconded by another voter. The nomination paper shall be
delivered to the Secretary either personally or through an agent or sent by
registered post so as to reach the Secretary on or before the date specified in the
notification under rule 6.

(ii) Every nomination paper shall be accompanied by the fee of Rs.1,25000/- (Rupees
One lac Twenty Five thousand only) and the fee deposited shall not be
refundable.

(*Bar Council of India vide its letter No. BCI/D/6880/2025 (Council-STBCs) dated

25.09.2025).
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9. The Secretary shall scrutinize the nomination papers received at the place and time
notified under rule 6, and if in his/her opinion any nomination paper is invalid,
he/she shall report the same to the Advocate General who shall decide the validity or
otherwise of such nomination paper, and his /her decision shall be final. The
candidates or their agents shall be entitled to be present both at the time of the
scrutiny before the Secretary as well as before the Advocate General and make their
submissions. No nomination paper shall be rejected except for a defect of a
substantial character and the Advocate General may allow any defect to be rectified.

Note Rule 9 Amended; - The Words Advocate General where ever appears be
deleted and the words "Returning Officer" be substituted. (Approved by the Bar
Council of India vide letter No.BCl;D;4818;2002 dated 5.11.2002)

10. Withdrawal from Election: -

Any person whose name has been proposed as a candidate may withdraw his/her
candidature by a communication in writing so as to reach the Secretary not later than
the date specified for the purpose in the notification under rule 6.

11. Declaration when number of Candidates is equal to the number of Seats: -

If the number of duly nominated candidates who have been on the States rolls for
more than 10 years is less than or equal to the number required by the provision to
Section-3 (2) (b) of the Act, they shall be declared elected. The number thus elected
shall be deemed to be the number required by the said proviso. If the number of such
candidates is in excess of the required number but the number of all the nominated
candidates does not exceed the total number to be elected, all the candidates shall be
declared elected. In every other case there shall be a poll as prescribed by these rules.

12. Publication of List of Candidates: -

(a) Not less than 20 clear days before the date fixed for elections, the Secretary shall
publish the names of all the candidates validly nominated except the names of
those who have withdrawn under rule 10 as nearly as possible in Form'B' on the
Notice Board of the Bar Council.

(b) Copies thereof shall also be sent to the Advocate Generals and to the Bar
Associations.

13. (i) Preliminary Electoral Roll: -

A preliminary electoral roll containing the names of all advocates whose names are
required to be included in accordance with the rules of Bar Council of India shall be
put on the notice board of Bar Council within 120 clear days before the expiry of the
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term of members of the Bar Council necessitating the election and relevant portions
thereof shall be sent to such Bar Associations as the Secretary considers fit.

A copy of the complete preliminary electoral roll shall also be made
available for reference at the office of the Bar Council along with the preliminary
electoral roll aforesaid, the Secretary shall also send notices giving intimation of the
availability of the list prepared under this rule for reference from the Secretary of the
Bar Council or from the Bar Associations concerned and call for applications for any
additions, alterations or omission of any particulars in the preliminary electoral roll
or for addition of names etc. in any portion of the preliminary electoral roll to reach
the Secretary on or before the date specified in the said notice, not being less than
twelve days from the date of notice. Every such application shall be signed by the
applicant in full and shall contain the name of the advocate, the roll number, if any
given, the date of enrolment as an advocate particulars as the place where the
advocate had been practicing since enrolment and period of such practice, the nature
of the addition, omission, removal or other correction he/she requires and the address
of the applicant and all the necessary particulars.

The Secretary may, if he/she considers it necessary, call for any information
from the Advocate concerned or from any other person or authority with regard to
the facts stated or omitted to be stated in any such applications aforesaid.

(i) Final Electoral Roll:-

The final electoral roll shall be prepared after incorporating such changes as may be
necessary, including the addition of the names of Advocates enrolled after the
preparation of the Preliminary Electoral Roll and put up on the notice board of the
Bar Council not more than 75 clear days, and not less than 60 clear days, before the
date of election. Intimation of such publication shall be given within a week after the
publication to the Bar Associations aforesaid. The entries in the final Electoral Roll
aforesaid shall be final and no additions, alterations, omissions, can be made there to
excepting such alternations as may be necessary with reference to the death of an
advocate or the removal of the name of an advocate for misconduct, an order of
suspension for misconduct or a voluntary suspension from practice till the date of
election.

14. Form of Voting Paper: -

The voting paper shall contain the names of all the candidates, the address of the
candidate and the date of his/her enrolment as an Advocate as in the roll shall be
given against the name of each candidate. An asterisk* mark shall be put against the
name of candidates who on the relevant date have been on the State roll for at least
10 years for the purpose of proviso Section 3(2)(b) of the Act. The voting paper shall
also bear on it the facsimile of the Secretary's signature. It shall state the total
number of the candidates to be elected. The voting paper shall, as nearly as possible,
be in the Form 'C.



15. Dispatch of voting Papers to persons permitted to send their voting Papers
by post:

Not less than 10 clear days before the first date fixed for polling in the notification
issued under rule 6, the Secretary shall dispatch by registered post to the address of
the voter entitled to vote by post a voting paper together with a small cover entitled
"Voting Paper Cover" and a bigger envelope. A voting paper when posted as
aforesaid shall be deemed to have been duly received by the voter.

16. Marking of voting papers received by Post and dispatch thereof:

The voting paper, after it has been marked shall be placed in the small cover entitled
"Voting Paper Cover" which shall be placed in the bigger envelope. Thereafter, the
envelope shall be signed by the voter and his/her signature shall be attested by any
Judge or Magistrate and unless it is so signed and attested the voting paper shall be
invalid. The bigger envelope shall after the attestation be returned by Registered post
so as to reach the Secretary by the time notified under rule 6. Immediately after
receipt, the Secretary shall put all such envelopes into the sealed box kept for the
purpose.

17. Voting in person.
Voters required to vote in person under these rules shall cast their votes at the
respective polling booths on the date notified in this behalf.

Rule 17-A-

If during the polling, any candidate or his/her polling agent dispute the identity of a
voter then the Polling Officer shall verify his/her identification by way of ldentity
card issued by Bar Council, Driving Licence, Passport, I/Card issued by the
Election Commission, Ration Card and any other such authenticated document to
his/her satisfaction.*.

(Approved by the Bar Council of India vide letter vide letter No. BCI;D;4818;2002
dated 5.11.2002)

18. Polling Booths for voters Voting in person.

There may be one or more polling booths at each place. Different dates may be fixed
for polling at the different booths. Polling shall ordinarily be from 10.A.M. To 5
P.M. The Returning Officer shall appoint a sufficient number of polling officers for
the booths, and may himself/ herself act as such at one or more of the booths. The
Bar Council may give such general directions as it may consider necessary with
regard to places where polling booths ought to be established and the persons to be
appointed as Polling officers.

19. Second Voting Paper not to be issued.
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When a voting paper has once been handed over to a voter or sent by registered post
to a voter under these rules, a second voting paper shall not be issued to him/her
unless he/she satisfies the Secretary/Polling Officer that the voting paper has been
spoilt or mutilated or lost or destroyed or has not been received by him/her, in which
case a duplicate voting paper may be issued to him/her.

20. Dispatch of Voting Papers to Polling Officers for voting in Person:

The Secretary shall send to the Polling Officers of the booths, requisite number of
voting papers and some additional voting papers bearing his/her facsimile with a
covering letter stating the number of the papers sent and enclosing an extract from
the electoral roll relating to the polling booth, and other papers, if any with necessary
instructions.

21. Supplies of Voting Papers to Voters Voting in Person:

The Polling Officer shall, on the date and at the time or hour fixed in this behalf,
supply a voting paper to each voter in his/her polling booth, who applies in person
therefore, and take his/her signature in the list of voters against the voter's name to
signify the issue of the voting paper.

22. Procedure for Persons Voting in Person:

(1) A voter who has received a voting paper under rule 21 shall retire to a place
screened from outside view and mark his/her preference in the manner
prescribed. The voter shall then put it in a sealed box kept for the purpose.

(2) As soon as practicable after the closing of the poll the Polling Officer shall close
the slit of the ballot box and where the box does not contain any mechanical
device for closing the slit, he/she shall seal up the slit and also allow any
candidate or his/her agent present to affix his/her seal. The ballot box shall
thereafter be sealed and secured.

(3) When it is necessary to use a second ballot box the first box shall be closed,
sealed and secured as provided in sub rule 2 before the second ballot box is put
into use. The Polling Officer shall, at the close of the poll prepare an account of
ballot papers in Form 'D' and enclose it in a separate cover with the words
“Voting Paper Account" super scribed thereon.

(4) Sealing of other Packets: - The Polling Officers shall then make into separate
packets:

(a) the marked copy of electoral roll;
(b) the unused ballot papers;
(c) the cancelled ballot papers;



(d) Any other paper directed by the Secretary to be kept in the sealed packet. Each
packet shall be sealed with the seal of Polling Officer and of the candidates or
his/her Agents present who may desire to affix their seal thereof.

(5) Transmission of Ballot Boxes etc; The Polling Officer shall then deliver to the
Secretary at such place as he/she may direct or send by post or otherwise in any
way as directed: -

(a) The ballot boxes containing the ballot paper.

(b) the account of the ballot Papers;

(c) the sealed packets referred to in sub rule (4) above and
(d) all other papers used at the poll.

23. Method of voting:
(1) A voter in giving his/her vote-

(a) shall place on his/her voting paper the figure ‘1’ in the space opposite the name
of the candidate whom he /she chooses for first preference; and

(b) may in addition place of his/her voting paper the figure 2" or the figure'2' and '3,
or the figures '2','3" and '4', and so on, in the space opposite the names of the
other candidates in the order of the preference.

Explanation

The marking of first and subsequent preferences mentioned in clauses (a) & (b) may

be done either by means of figures in the international form of Indian numbers such

as 'l', 2" and '3' Or in the Roman numerals such as 'I', 'll', and 'lI' or it may be done
in words in the English language such as 'One, Two, Three.* (*approved by the Bar

Council of India vide letter No. BCI;D; 1815;90 dated 27.8.90)

(2) voting paper shall not be signed by a voter and in the event of any erasures,
obliterations or alterations in the voting paper or of the voting paper purporting
to have been signed by the voter, the voting paper shall be deemed to have been
defaced and no votes purporting to have been given thereby shall be taken into
account for the purposes of the election.

(3) The decision of the Advocate General whether a voting paper has or has not been
defaced shall be final.

24. Voting Paper when invalid:
A voting paper shall be invalid on which:

(2) the figure 'I' is not marked; or



(b) the figure 'I' is set opposite the name of more than one candidate or is so placed
as to render it doubtful to which candidate it is intended to apply: or

(c) the figure 'I' and some other figures are set opposite the name of the same
candidate; or

(d) the marking on the voting paper is not in the numerals or in the words of English
language, as has been specified in the 'explanation’ below sub rule (1) of rule 23.

(e) deleted.

(Approved by the Bar Council of India vide its letter No. BCI/ D/1815;90 dt
27/8/90.)

25. Presence of Candidate or his/her agent during counting
At the time of counting, the candidate or his/her agent shall be entitled to be present.

26. Arrangement of valid voting papers in Parcels: -

(@) On the day fixed for counting, the packets containing postal voting papers shall
be handed over to the Returning Officer. The Returning Officer shall open all the
ballot boxes and the packets containing postal voting papers. After rejecting the
voting papers which are invalid or which cannot be taken into account for the
purpose of election under these rules, the Returning Officer shall;

(b) Arrange the remaining voting papers in parcels according to the first preference
recorded for each candidate.

(c) count and record the number of papers in each parcel,

(d) credit to each candidate the value of papers in his/her parcel.

27. Ascertainment of Quota

Every voting paper shall be deemed to be of the value of one hundred and the quota
sufficient to secure the return of a candidate at the election shall be determined as
follows; -

(2) add the value credited for a candidate under clause (d) of rule 26;

(b) divide the total by a number which exceeds by one of the number of seats to be
filled; and

(c) add one to the quotient; ignoring the remainder, if any; the resulting number is the
quota.

28. Candidates with Quota to be Elected: -

If at the end of any count, or at the end of the transfer of any parcel or sub-parcel of
an excluded candidate, the value of voting papers credited to a candidate is equal to
or greater than the quota that candidate shall be declared elected;

PROVIDED THAT-
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(i) No candidate whose name has not been on the State Roll for at least 10 years shall
be elected under section 3(2) (b) and the proviso thereto of the Act if-

() 7 candidates of less than 10 years' standing when 15 members are to be elected,
or

(b) 10 candidates of less than 10 years' standing when 20 members are to be elected,
or

(c) 12 candidates of less than 10 years' standing when 25 members are to be elected.
have already been declared elected,

(ii) If at the end of any count, there are two or more candidates, who have not been
on the State Rolls for at least 10 years, getting more than the quota as aforesaid
but the number of candidate that can yet be elected from such category under the
proviso to section 3 (2) (b) is less than that number, the candidate who has
obtained the greater value of votes shall be declared elected in preference to the
candidate whose value of votes is less.

(iii) In the case of two or more persons of the category referred to in proviso (ii)
above, getting the same value of votes at the end of any count Returning Officer
conducting the election shall decide by lot which of such persons shall be
declared elected.

(iv) The other candidate or candidates not declared elected as aforesaid by reason of
the proviso to Section-3 (2) (b) of the Act under these rules, shall be excluded
from the poll.

29. Transfer of Surplus:-

(i) If after exclusion of any candidate under the rule 30 at the end of any count, the
value of the voting paper credited to a candidate is greater than the quota, the
surplus shall be transferred in accordance with the provisions of this rule to the
continuing candidate indicated on the voting papers of that candidate as being
next in order of the voter's preference.

(ii) If more than one candidate have a surplus, the surplus shall be dealt with first and
the others in order of magnitude;

PROVIDED THAT-
Every surplus arising on the first count shall be dealt with before those arising on the
second count and so on.

(iii) Where there are more surpluses than one to distribute and two or more surpluses
are equal, regard shall be had to the original votes of each candidate, and the
candidate for whom more original votes are recorded shall have his/her surplus
first distributed, and if the value of the original votes is equal, the Returning
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Officer shall decide by lot which candidate shall have his/her surplus first
distributed.

(iv) (a) If the surplus of any candidate to be transferred arises on the original votes
only, the Returning Officer shall examine all the papers in the poll belonging to
that candidate, divide the unexhausted papers into sub-parcels according to the
next preference recorded there on and make a separate sub-parcel of the
exhausted papers.

(b) The Returning Officer shall ascertain the value of the papers in each sub-parcel
and of all the unexhausted papers.

(c) If the value of the unexhausted papers is equal to or less than the surplus, the
Returning Officer shall transfer all the unexhausted papers, at the value at which
they were received by the candidates whose surplus is being transferred.

(d) If the value of the unexhausted papers is greater than the surplus, the Returning
Officer shall transfer the sub-parcels of the unexhausted papers, and the value at
which each paper shall be transferred shall be ascertained by dividing the surplus
by the total number of unexhausted papers.

(v) If the surplus of any candidate to be transferred arises from transferred as well as
original votes, the Returning Officer shall re-examine all the papers in the sub-
parcel last transferred to the candidate, divide the unexhausted papers into sub-
parcel, according to the next preference recorded there on, and then deal with the
sub-parcel in the same manner as is provided in the case of such parcels referred
to in sub rule 4.

(vi) The papers transferred to each candidate shall be added in the form of a sub-
parcel to the papers already belonging to such candidate.

(vii) All papers in the parcel or sub-parcel of an elected candidate not transferred
under this rule shall be set apart as finally dealt with.

30. Exclusion of Candidate: -

The Returning Officer conducting the elections shall exclude from the poll
candidates as specified in rule 3 (b)(i) of the rules of the Council contained in chapter
Il Part 1.

31. Filling of Last Vacancies:-
The procedure prescribed in rule 3(c) of the rules of the Council in Chapter Il, Part
111 shall be followed.

32. Fractions etc. to be Disregarded: -

In Carrying out of the provisions of rules 28 to 31, the Returning Officer shall
disregard all fractions and ignore all preferences recorded for candidates already
elected or excluded from the poll.
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33. Determination of Result and Publications thereof: -

(1) Upon the completion of the count, a list of the candidates elected to the Bar
Council shall be prepared and signed by the Returning officer and submitted by
him/her to the Advocate General who shall verify the same by his/her signature.

(2) After such certificate, a copy of the list shall be published in the official gazette
and shall also be sent to the Advocate- General and to the Bar Associations to be
affixed as they may direct, and may also be sent to other similar associations. A
Copy of the same shall also be put up on the Notice Board of the Bar Council.

(3) On the publication of the list in the official gazette the persons whose names
appear in the list shall be deemed to have been declared as elected. The members
of the Bar Council shall be deemed to have been elected on the date of
publication of their names in the official gazette.

34. Dispute as to the Validity to Elections:

(1) Any voter may contest the validity of the election of a candidate declared to have
been elected to the Bar Council by a petition signed by him/her and supported by
an affidavit and delivered to the Secretary personally or sent by registered post
so as to reach him/her within 15 days from the date of publication of the results
of the election.

(2) The petition shall be accompanied by a fee of Rs. 10,000/- (Rupees ten thousand
only) which shall be paid through Bank Draft in favour of “Bar Council of
Punjab and Haryana”, payable at Chandigarh or on line method. The fee shall not
be refundable.

(3) Such petition shall include as respondents all the contesting candidates and the
petition shall be accompanied by as many copies as there are respondents.

(4) All disputes arising under the above sub-rules shall be decided by a tribunal to be
known as an Election Tribunal comprising Three Advocates whose names are on
the State Roll and who are not less than of 10 years standing.

(5) The Election Tribunal shall be appointed by the Bar Council on or before the date
on which the time of the election is fixed under rule 4.

(6) The Election Tribunal shall have all or any of the following powers:

(i) To dismiss a petition;

(ii) To order recount;

(iii) To declare any candidate to have been duly elected on a recount;
13



(iv) To set aside the election of the candidate who either by himself/ herself or
through any other person acting with his/her consent is guilty of corrupt
practices.

The following shall be deemed to be corrupt practices for the purposes of this Act;
(1) 'Bribery’, that is to say ;-

(A) any gift offer or promise of any gratification to any person whomsoever, with the
object, directly or indirectly inducing-

(a) a person to stand or not to stand as, or to withdraw or not to withdraw from being
a candidate at an election; or
(b) an elector to vote or refrain from voting at an election, or as a reward to,

(i) a person for having so stood or not stood, or for having withdrawn or not having
withdrawn his /her candidature; or
(ii) an elector for having voted or refrained from voting;

(B) the receipt of, or agreement to receive, any gratification whether as a motive or a
reward-

(@ by a person for standing or not standing as, or for withdrawing or not
withdrawing from being a candidate; or

(b) by any person whomsoever for himself /herself or any other person for voting or
refraining from voting or including or attempting to induce any elector to vote or
refrain from voting, or any candidate to withdraw or not to withdraw his/her
candidature.

For the purpose of this clause the term 'gratifications' is not restricted to pecuniary
gratifications or gratifications estimable in money and it includes all forms of
entertainment and all forms of employment for reward,

(c) any candidate, if found using any sort of unfair means, corrupt practice, brining
be voters, throwing breakfast, lunch, dinner, parties to the voters.

(2) Undue influence, that is to say any direct or indirect interference or attempt to
interfere with the free exercise of any electoral right including the issuing or
sending of any appeal or manifesto for votes whether direct or indirect.

Provided that a mere intimation of a candidature with a bare request for a vote shall
not amount to undue influence.
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And provided further that a candidate or his/her agent may also orally ask for votes
from voters but on the date of election such requests shall not be made within a
radius of 200 yards from the Polling Station. And a candidate may issue a written
intimation to his/her voters announcing his /her candidature and seeking their votes
or their first preference votes, which intimation shall not contain any other publicity
or his/her eulogy. Such written intimation shall also not amount to undue influence.

Attempt to secure from any voter his/her ballot paper with intent to prevent him/her
from transmitting it directly or with intent to ensure that the vote has been cast or is
to be cast for a particular candidate shall be deemed to interfere with the free
exercise of the electoral right of the said voter.

Q) The hiring or procuring, whether on payment or otherwise of any vehicle
or vessel or the use of such vehicle or vessel for the free conveyance of
any elector to or from any polling station.

(i) Any candidate or his agent during election is debarred from displaying
hoarding, banner, poster on any place/ premises which will be
considered as undue influencing the voters.

Explanation:- The vacancy arising under sub-rule (6)

(iii)  shall be filled up as a casual vacancy.
(iv) In other cases, to declare a vacancy to be filled up as casual vacancy.
(V) To make an order as to costs.

(7) The trial of an election petition shall as far as possible be governed by the Civil
Procedure Code.

(8) No petition shall lie on the ground that any nomination paper was wrongly
rejected or the name of any voter was wrongly included in or omitted from the
electoral roll or any error or irregularity, which is not of a substantial character.

(9) The voting papers and other records relating to the elections shall not be
destroyed until the expiry of the time fixed for the filing of any petition under
clause (1) of this rule.

(10) In case where a petition or petitions have been filed under sub-rule (1), no such

voting papers or records shall be destroyed till all the election petitions are
finally disposed off.
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35. Conduct of Elections: -

Except as otherwise provided in these rules the Secretary shall be incharge of the
conduct of the election.

Explanation: For the purposes of these rules, the "Secretary” shall mean a person
appointed as Secretary under section 11 of the Act, or any other person appointed by
the Bar Council to perform the duties of the Secretary under these rules.

36. Finality of Election: -
At the expiry of 21 days from the date of publication of the list of elected candidates,
in the last Gazette the election shall be final and the voting papers shall be destroyed.

Provided that where the validity of an election has been challenged under rule 34 the
voting papers shall be preserved and dealt with as the Election Tribunal may direct.

BAR COUNCIL OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA CHANDIGARH.

Form ‘A’(Under Rule 8)
Nomination paper for election 2026 to the

Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh
To
The Returning Officer,
Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana,
Law Bhawan, Sector 37-A,Chandigarh. Pin; 160036

We, nominate Sh./Ms.
Advocate on the

Roll of the Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana enrolled on

practising at as a candidate for election to the Bar

Council of Punjab and Haryana to be held on

1. Name

Address; Sr. No. in

the Final Electoral Roll Enrolment No.

P/PH /

Mobile No. Email

Dated Signature
(Proposer)
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Dated

Undertaking/Declaration:

That 1 am a regular practitioner and not a convict and have not been
punished by any Disciplinary Committee (of Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana or Bar Council of India till the period before 9 months of the
election). | have a valid certificate & degrees duly recognized by concerned
Board/ University. That my enrollment, if procured based on an invalid
certificate or degree shall not be treated to be valid for being a Member of
Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, irrespective of inclusion of my name on
the Final Electoral Roll.

That no criminal case of serious nature (prescribing punishment for 7years or
more) is pending against me prior to 9 months of the election.

That | am not doing any work of Handwriting Expert or appearing as a
witness in support of any litigant.

That I confirm that | am qualified to be an Advocate of the Bar Council of
Punjab and Haryana and also to be a voter in the Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana Elections to be held on

That | also confirm that | suffer from no disqualification for being a member
of Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana and also being a voter for Bar Council
of Punjab and Haryana Elections to be held on , as
provided for in Chapter-1 of Bar Council of India Rules (for Qualification /
Disqualification and produce for election and code of conduct for elections
of S.B.C/ B.C.1.) 2023 issued vide Bar Council of India Notification No. F.
No. BCI:D:3429/2023 dated 23.06.2023.

That any concealment shall attract appropriate disciplinary and criminal
action, besides the cancellation of candidature of advocate being proposed
by the undersigned and also removal of my name from the rolls of Bar
Council of Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh.

Signature
(Proposer)

AND

Name
Address;
Sr. No. in the Final Electoral Roll Enrolment No.
P/PH /
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Dated

Mobile No. Email

Signature
(Seconder)

Undertaking/Declaration:

That | am a regular practitioner and not a convict and have not been
punished by any Disciplinary Committee (of Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana or Bar Council of India till the period before 9 months of the
election). | have a valid certificate & degrees duly recognized by concerned
Board/ University. That my enrollment, if procured based on an invalid
certificate or degree shall not be treated to be valid for being a Member of
Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, irrespective of inclusion of my name on
the Final Electoral Roll.

That no criminal case of serious nature (prescribing punishment for 7 years
or more) is pending against me prior to 9 months of the election.

That | am not doing any work of Handwriting Expert or appearing as a
witness in support of any litigant.

That I confirm that | am qualified to be an Advocate of the Bar Council of
Punjab and Haryana and also to be a voter in the Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana Elections to be held on

That I also confirm that | suffer from no disqualification for being a member
of Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana and also being a voter for Bar Council
of Punjab and Haryana Elections to be held on , as
provided for in Chapter-1 of Bar Council of India Rules (for Qualification /
Disqualification and produce for election and code of conduct for elections
of S.B.C/ B.C.1.) 2023 issued vide Bar Council of India Notification No. F.
No. BCI:D:3429/2023 dated 23.06.2023.

That any concealment shall attract appropriate disciplinary and criminal
action, besides the cancellation of candidature of advocate being seconded
by the undersigned and also removal of my name from the rolls of Bar
Council of Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh.

Dated Signature
(Seconder)
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I am willing to serve the Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh, if elected.

Name and address of the Candidate

Mobile No. Email

Sr. No. in the Final Electoral Roll Enrolled on

Enrolment No. P/PH/ /

Dated Signature of the Candidate

Undertaking/Declaration:

1.

That | am a regular practitioner and not a convict and have not been
punished by any Disciplinary Committee (of Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana or Bar Council of India till the period before 9 months of the
election). | have a valid certificate & degrees duly recognized by concerned
Board/ University. That my enrollment, if procured based on an invalid
certificate or degree shall not be treated to be valid for being a Member of
Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, irrespective of inclusion of my name on
the Final Electoral Roll.

That no criminal case of serious nature (prescribing punishment for 7 years
or more) is pending against me prior to 9 months of the election.

That | am not doing any work of Handwriting Expert or appearing as a
witness in support of any litigant.

That | confirm that | am qualified to be an Advocate of the Bar Council of
Punjab and Haryana and also to be a voter in the Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana Elections to be held on

That | also confirm that | suffer from no disqualification for being a member
of Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana and also being a voter for Bar Council
of Punjab and Haryana Elections to be held on , as
provided for in Chapter-1 of Bar Council of India Rules (for Qualification /
Disqualification and produce for election and code of conduct for elections
of S.B.C/ B.C.1.) 2023 issued vide Bar Council of India Notification No. F.
No. BCI:D:3429/2023 dated 23.06.2023.
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6. That any concealment shall attract appropriate disciplinary and criminal
action, besides the cancellation of my candidature by the Returning Office
and also removal of my name from the rolls of Bar Council of Punjab and
Haryana, Chandigarh.

Signature of the Candidate

Dated

THE BAR COUNCIL OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA,CHANDIGARH

FORM 'B’
SUBJECT TO NECESSARY MODIFICATIONS
Under Rule 12 (a)
List of candidates: The following is the list of candidates for the election to the Bar
Council to be held on
Candidates whose names have been on the State Roll for at least 10 years as required
under the proviso to Section 3(2)(b) of the Act.

Name Date of enrolment Ordinary place of Practice

1 2 3

1. Candidates who have been on the State Roll for less than 10

Name Date of enrolment Ordinary place of Practice
1 2 3
Date:-

Secretary

Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh
VOTING PAPER
THE BAR COUNCIL OF BAR COUNCIL OF HARYANA, CHANDIGARH

ELECTION DATED

Member have to

be elected.
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S. No Name as in | Date of Place and | Mark of
Roll Enrolment Address Voter

1 Samon* 1-5-1905 | | ...

2 RANGA 4.5.1965

* An asterisk mark indicate that the name of the candidate has been on the State Roll
for at least ten years.

Date:
Facsimile of Secretary
FORM 'D' (Under Rule 22)
Election to the Bar Council of Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh

1. Name of polling booth

2. Total number of ballot papers supplied.

3. Total number of ballot papers used.

4. Total number of duplicate ballot papers supplied.

5. Total number of duplicate ballot papers used.

6. Total number of ballot papers unused.
Date:-

Signature of
Polling Officer

Place:-

THE BAR COUNCIL OF PUNJAB AND HARYANA AT CHANDIGARH
FORM 'C* (See rule 14)

Instructions for the Guidance of VVoters
1. The number of members to be elected is twenty-five.
2. The voting is by the single transferable preference vote.
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3. The mark should be so placed as to indicate clearly and beyond doubt to which
candidate he/she is giving his/her vote. If the mark is so placed as to make it
doubtful to which candidate the vote has been given, that vote will be invalid.

4. Method of Voting;
(1) A voter in giving his/her vote-

(a) shall place on his /her voting paper the figure 'I' in the space opposite the name of
the candidate whom he/she chooses for his/her first preference; and

(b) may in addition place on his/her voting paper the figure '2" or the figures 2" and
‘3" or the figures 2", '3, '4" and so on, in the space opposite the names of the other
candidates, in the order of his/her preference. A voter can mark as many
preferences as the number of candidates.

Explanation;

The marking of first and subsequent preferences mentioned in clauses (a) and (b)
may be done either by means of figures in the international form of Indian numerals
such as '1', '2" and '3', OR in Roman numerals such as 'I''ll' and 'llI', or it may be
done in words in the English language such as 'ONE' 'TWO' and THREE'.

(2) A voter shall not sign the voting paper or place any mark thereon, by which
he/she can be identified

5. Voting paper when invalid;

(@) the figure 1" is not marked; or
(b) the figure '1" is set opposite the name of more than one candidate or is so placed
as to render if doubtful to which candidate it is intended to apply; or
(c) the figure 'I' and some other figures are set opposite the name of the same
candidate; or
(d) there is any mark in writing by which the voter can be identified; or
(e) the marking on the voting paper is not in the numerals or in the words of the
English Language as has been specified in the Explanation below 4 (b) above; or
(F) if there is such effacement, obliteration, erasure, or mutilation as to mark the first
preference ambiguous.

6. Ballot Box;
A voter shall put the voting paper after voting, into the ballot box.
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Rule 17-A

If during the polling, any candidate or his/her polling agent dispute the identity of a
voter then the Polling Officer shall verify his/her identification by way of ldentity
card issued by Bar Council, Driving Licence, Passport. I/Card issued by the Election
Commission, Ration Card and any other such authenticated document to his/her
satisfaction.*.

(Approved by the Bar Council of India vide letter vide letter No. BCI;D;4818;2002
dated 5.11.2002)

(i) Special Instruction as per High Court order dated 11.3.2013

In case, the photograph of any voter is not found printed on the Electoral Roll, he or
she would be required to prove his or her identity by producing (i) the original
identity card issued by the State Bar Council or (ii) the original Enrolment Certificate
with photograph or (iii) the voter Identity card or (iv) the Aadhar Card or (v) the
Driving Licence or (vi) the passport.

Photostat copy of any of the aforesaid proof of Identity will not be allowed for the
purpose of voting by the Polling Officer.

BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 23rd June, 2023

F.No.BCI:D:3429/2023. — Bar Council of India Rules (for
qualification/Disqualification and produce for election and code of conduct for the
elections of S.B.C/B.C.1.) 2023

CHAPTER-II
Code of Conduct for Members of Bar Council: -

Flashing/Publishing any fake news wilfully or deliberately OR propaganda
making any dirty or threatening statement with ulterior motive to malign
image of anybody (Judge or Advocate), or with an intent to gain cheap
popularity or for any illegal self-gain shall amount to misconduct, which
may result in cancellation of candidature in election or removal of a Member
from any Bar Council.
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Code of Conduct for State Bar Council Elections: -

A

Offering or accepting anything either in cash or in kind for casting vote in
favour of any candidate shall be treated to be a serious corrupt practice. Any
complaint in this regard, if proved before the Central Election
Tribunal/Committee (constituted vide Notification as per order of Hon’ble
Apex Court in T.C. Case No. 126/2015 dated 5th February, 2020) shall result
in cancellation of the candidature of such person; or such member may also
be removed, from the Bar Council, even after result of election. In case of
such removal, the last candidate who was in the queue of elimination, shall
be inducted as a Member of State Bar Council.

Taking shelter of mal-practice, using hate speech or anti-national or anti-
institutional speech, using offensive or defamatory words or threatening
words against any Judge, Bar Council or any candidate or making false or
vague or bald allegation with an intent to damage the reputation or image of
any candidate or Member shall be treated to be serious misconduct and
corrupt practice; and if proved finally before the Central Election
Committee/Tribunal, such conduct/practice may debar such candidate from
contesting election; And if any such person has been declared elected, the
Central Election Tribunal/Committee may remove such person from the
membership of the Bar Council or Bar Council of India.

Any offensive or defamatory or provocative message or statement or video
or audio or speech made viral on social, electronic or print media may be a
material and substantive evidence to attract the provisions of these Rules and
may be sufficient for the punishment under these Rules.

Any such offensive/defamatory message or statement or video or audio or
speech or threat on any media (social, electronic or print) may disqualify a
candidate from becoming a Member of State Bar Council or Bar Council of
India.

The Central Election Tribunal/Committee may also debar such persons from
contesting the next election or if the charges are very serious, he/she may be
debarred from contesting any election of any Bar Council in future by the
Central Election Tribunal/Committee.
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